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REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF PLATTSBURGH, NEW YORK 

September 25, 2014 

5:30 P.M. 

 

AGENDA 

 

Present: Mayor James Calnon, Councilors Rachelle Armstrong (W1), Mike Kelly (W2), Dale Dowdle  

  (W3), Paul O’Connell (W4), Becky Kasper (W5), Joshua Kretser (W6) 

Absent:  

*************************************************************************************** 

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  

 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held on August 28, 

2014 are approved and placed on file among the public records of the City Clerk’s Office. 

  

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser   

*************************************************************************************** 

2. PAYROLLS OF VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS: 

 

RESOLVED: That the payrolls of the various Departments of the City of Plattsburgh for the weeks 

ending September 17, 2014 in the amount of $ 276,550.16 and September 24, 2014 in the amount of  

$292,551.67  are authorized and allowed and the Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby empowered 

and directed to sign warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 

 

 By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser   

*************************************************************************************** 

3. REPORTS OF CITY OFFICES & COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

  

 Report of Fire and Ambulance Responses for the weeks of  September 11 - 24,  2014 

 Report from the Building Inspector’s office September 23, 2014  

 Report of the Work Session of the Common Council held on September 4, 2014 

 Statement from the City Clerk’s Office of all monies received during the month of August 2014 

in the total amount of $14,421.05 

 Finance Report of Revenue and Expenditures for the month of August 2014 

 Report of Public Hearing held by the Zoning Board of Appeals on September 15, 2014  

 

RESOLVED: That the reports as listed are hereby ordered received and placed on file among 

 the public records of the City Clerk’s Office.  

  

 By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser    
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*************************************************************************************** 

4. CORRESPONDENCE OR RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BOARDS:   None 

*************************************************************************************** 

5. AUDIT OF CLAIMS: 

 

RESOLVED: That the bills Audited by the Common Council for the weeks ending September 19, 

2014 in the amount of $  1,450,730.53  and September 26, 2014 in the amount of  $ 956,353.88    are 

authorized and allowed and the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to sign 

warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 

 

 By Councilor ______________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser    

*************************************************************************************** 

6. PERSONS ADDRESSING COUNCIL:     

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

_______________________________________________________________________________________     

   

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

7. OTHER ITEMS:   

   

A.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Marjorie 

Long Heatherton and Derek Rosenbaum to host the ALS Walk of Hope event at Trinity Park, 

Macdonough Park and City Hall steps and grounds on May 23, 2015.  Lower Court Street and Trinity 

Place would be closed to vehicle traffic to accommodate a festival and gathering of supporters. In 

addition, the walk would utilize sidewalks on Cornelia Street, Beekman Street, Broad Street, 

Margaret Street, Bridge Street, and City Hall Place. 
 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

*************************************************************************************** 

B.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Eva 

Sarachan of River Valley Theater to hold a theatrical performance of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 

at Centennial Park on October 17, 18, and 19 2014. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  
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Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

************************************************************************************** 

C.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the 

Clinton County Department of Social Services to use the City Recreation Center indoor track from 

8am-9am daily until April 30, 2015 for a supervised walking/running program for participants 

enrolled in Clinton County Family Treatment Court. 

  

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

************************************************************************************** 

D.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the 

Municipal Lighting Department be permitted to proceed with the write-off of unpaid final bills for the 

period May 1, 2013 to May 31, 2013  in the amount of $7,167.14.  The percentage of write-offs for 

this period is .65%. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

************************************************************************************** 

E.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to refund $3,026.93 to Aldi, Inc. for 2013 property taxes paid to the City of Plattsburgh 

and to Clinton County as stipulated in the Real Property Tax Law, Article 7 settlement agreement 

dated July 2
nd

, 2014, issued by the Supreme Court of New York State and included as attached 

documentation to these meeting minutes and for the City to credit $1,089.56 from the next available 

property tax transfer to Clinton County to recover the share refunded by the City of Plattsburgh on 

behalf of Clinton County. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  
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Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

*************************************************************************************** 

F.  RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves a leave of 

absence for Denise Nephew from her position as Typist in the Engineering Department effective 

September 15, 2014 to take provisional appointment of Senior Typist in the Building Inspector’s 

office until her probationary requirements are completed. Leave of absence not to exceed one year 

from date September 15, 2014.  

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

*************************************************************************************** 

G.  RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT CLINTON COUNTY OIL TRAIN REGIONAL TASK 

FORCE 

 

WHEREAS many citizens in the City of Plattsburgh and other municipalities in Clinton County are 

concerned about recent activity by the fossil fuel industry to transport Bakken and Tar Sands Crude 

via rail throughout our region; and 

 

WHEREAS refineries in Albany have expanded to accommodate an even greater volume of these 

and other potentially dangerous products; and 

WHEREAS New York Governor Andrew Cuomo passed Executive Order #125 directing New York 

State agencies to conduct a comprehensive review of crude rail transport safety procedures and 

emergency response preparedness and Albany County issued a moratorium on crude increases at the 

Port of Albany, pending a public health investigation; and 

WHEREAS there has been a dramatic increase in rail crude transport in the City of Plattsburgh and 

along the Adirondack Coast, and more crude oil was spilled in U.S. rail accidents in 2013 than the 

preceding four decades, amounting to more than 1.15 million gallons in 2013 in addition to the July 

2013 incident where 72 tanker cars loaded with 2 million gallons of flammable crude oil derailed in 

Lac-Megantic, Canada, causing explosions that killed 47 people, destroyed dozens of buildings, and 

caused over $1 billion in damages; and 

WHEREAS, the National Transportation Safety Board and the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Safety Administration have made recommendations to avoid urban areas when transporting crude and 
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to improve rail safety regulations for crude oil transport, including worse-case scenario emergency 

response plans; and 

WHEREAS, extensive train loads of this material routinely travel through the City of Plattsburgh, a 

densely populated area, in our region; and 

WHEREAS crude oil, like that coming from the Bakken Shale Reservoir, is known to be volatile, 

highly flammable, and contain elevated concentrations of benzene, a potent carcinogen; therefore, be 

it 

RESOLVED, that the City of Plattsburgh supports the efforts to organize a regional Oil Train Task 

Force to address this issue and to provide accurate information and recommendations to the local 

officials, property owners and residents; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution of support be given to Members of the County   

Legislature, and to Legislator, Harry Mc Manus, Chair of the CCL Transportation Committee, as 

evidence of the Plattsburgh City Council’s support and willingness to participate in the process and 

identify a representative from the City to serve on said Task Force.  

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

***************************************************************************************  
H.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves that the 

Mayor be authorized to sign an agreement with Mid-State Industries, Ltd for Contract # 2014-28 

“Fire Station #1 & 2 Roof Replacement.” The total cost will not exceed $205,811. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

************************************************************************************** 

I.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves that the 

Mayor be authorized to sign an agreement with Jeda Environmental for Contract # 2014-27 “Mold 

Remediation for Dock Street Marina Building.” The total cost will not exceed $ 19,690. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  
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Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

************************************************************************************** 

8. TRAVEL REQUEST: 

 

A.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves a Police 

officer to attend the “Law Enforcement Training Directors Association Meeting” in Saratoga Springs, 

NY from September 30 – October 3, 2014 at an estimated cost of $496 and will be expensed out of 

the Asset Forfeiture fund. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

*************************************************************************************** 

B.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Bill 

Treacy Manager MLD to attend “NYMPA’s Semi-Annual Meeting” in East Syracuse, NY from 

October 20 – 21, 2014 at an estimated cost of $296.99. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

*************************************************************************************** 

9.  RESOLUTIONS FOR INITIAL CONSIDERATION:  

 

1. Request from Jon Ruff, Environmental Manager for Water Treatment Plant Operator Mike 

Stoutenger to attend two – one week classes for “Grade 1 Water Operator Course” to obtain 

his IA water treatment plant operator certification in Tonawanda, NY from October 27 – 31, 

2014 and in June 2015 at an estimated cost not to exceed $2,070.   

 

2. Request from Kevin Farrington City Engineer that the Mayor be authorized to sign an 

agreement with North Country Garden Center, Inc. for Contract # 2014-29 “Purchase and 

Planting of Trees” for the total unit bid price of $34,780. 
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*************************************************************************************** 

10. NEW BUSINESS:     
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

***************************************************************************************   

11. CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENTS:     

_______________________________________________________________________________________     

   

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

Motion to Adjourn by Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _____________ 

Roll call Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: ________     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


